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epistemology, anthropology, comparative psychology, and general philoso- 
phy. Kant represents the final philosophic appeal, and psychophysical 
parallelism is enjoined upon the reader as the only tenable relationship 
between mental and physical processes. With the latter in mind, the 
development of the central nervous system is sketched, the chief differences 
between man and the animals are outlined, a minimum of animal psy- 
chology is offered, and barely more of human mental life is referred to 
than is necessary in speaking of dreams, hallucinations, and other abnormal 
states. 

The style of the lectures is well adapted to their character. Manifestly 
a wide reader and lover of poetry, the writer never hesitates to enliven his 
lectures by literary allusions and apt citations of poetry. And there is 
frequent indulgence in excursions into attractive side regions, — the agri- 
cultural value of the earth worm, the horror ot early practices in hospitals 
for the insane, and the appositeness of popular proverbs or poetic lines 
being cases in point. This literary style it must have been, together with 
the oratorical gift which the author is said to have possessed, which made 
these lectures ' go ' to the extent indicated by the editor in his introduction. 

Various questionable doctrines are put forward rather too uncritically, — 
a thing to be expected when a lecturer departs so far from his Each as was 
necessary in dealing with the various matters here touched upon. Thus 
' unconscious judgments and inferences ' are allowed to animals ; ' intel- 
ligence ' is bestowed upon the earth worm ; and ' the inheritance of acquired 
traits ' is emotionally advocated with almost no word of critical comment. 

The book is decidedly not for specialists, nor does it pretend to be for 
them. In general the lectures are such as many men might give, — though 
perhaps with less literary form, — while few would think them of sufficient 
importance to warrant their publication. The book is best adapted, with- 
out doubt, to the use of those who heard the lectures as they were delivered. 
Still, any general reader of popular scientific literature could well get from 
it a good impression of the many and varied activities in the fields that the 
several lectures canvass. 

A. H. Pierce. 
Smith College. 

Diritto e personality umana nella storia del pensiero. Da Georgio del 
Vecchio. Bologna, Zamorani e Albertazzi, 1904. — pp. 32. 

/ presufipositi filosofici delta nozione del diritto. Da Georgio del 
Vecchio. Bologna, Zanichelli, 1905. — pp. 192. 

The first of these books is a lecture given as preliminary to a course on the 
Philosophy of Right at the University of Bologna. It traces in clear and 
untechnical language the development of the notion of right and the changes 
this conception has undergone in correspondence with the different ways of 
viewing human personality which have been predominant at various epochs 
among civilized peoples. The author claims that the true nature of the 
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concept of right can only be grasped when it is viewed in relation to the 
self-conscious person as the ultimate criterion and ground of all values. 

The second and larger work deals with the conception of Right in a some- 
what broader way and gives its history in more detail. Professor del 
Vecchio discusses with acuteness and learning the question of the rela- 
tivity of right and of the relation between the various ways of regarding it 
and the historical conditions which have determined these. He insists 
upon the distinction between the matter or empirical content of the notion, 
which is largely dependent upon sociological and other phenomena, and 
varies with them, and the form, — the idea of right as such, — which is con- 
stant and is the logical prius of all our experience of particular rights. The 
author gives full credit to the historical school for introducing the notion of 
an historical development into the study of the theory of jurisprudence, but 
he claims that there is required a philosophical as well as a scientific exami- 
nation into its fundamental notions, and maintains it to be essential to clear 
thinking that the logical priority of the idea of right to its empirical mani- 
festations should be fully recognized. 

E. Ritchie. 

A New Interpretation of Herbarf s Psychology and Educational Theory 
through the Philosophy of Leibniz. By John Davidson. Edinburgh 
and London, W. Blackwood and Sons, 1906. — pp. xviii, 191. 

This treatise, which was the author's thesis for the degree of Doctor of 
Philosophy, " is an attempt to give a general and . . . a new interpretation 
of Herbart's psychological and educational doctrines, and to show in par- 
ticular, first, that Herbart's psychological standpoint is the only intel- 
ligible and workable standpoint for the practical teacher ; and second, that 
from this standpoint such definite connotations can be given to the terms 
soul or mind, knowing, feeling, desiring, will, interest, and habit, that the 
terms so connoted become scientific and guiding concepts for educational 
practice. ' ' 

The work falls into three parts : Part one, including Chapters II, III, IV, 
is an exposition of the Leibnizian philosophy and its implicit psychology, 
which, in the author's opinion, rather than the Kantian philosophy, fur- 
nishes the true standpoint for the interpretation of Herbart ; part two 
(Chapters V-IX) considers Herbart' s concept of the soul, theory of presenta- 
tion, theory of feeling, theory of desire, theory of will ; part three (Chapters 
X-XIII) explains the bearings of Herbart's psychology on educational 
theory. The principal conclusions of this part are: (1) "Apperceptive, 
many-sided ' interest ' is a psychological organon or instrument of soul-life 
produced through habituated knowing activities ; (2) curricula must be 
determined, not by the so-called formal disciplinary value of subjects, but 
by environment and practical interests ; (3) individuality must be en- 
couraged and strengthened by a state-regulated differentiation of the educa- 
cation suitable for different individuals and communities in the state ; (4) 



